
   4th Grade TAG - Week of May 11th 

Hello Everyone! 

     This week marks the last week of our unit, and I must say it is hard to believe 
we are already at this point. I also want to express that I am very impressed 
with what many of you have shared using your critical thinking skills about 
various prominent people from the time of the American Revolution. I am so 
proud of your diligence during teleschool TAG and even more importantly, you 
should be proud as well. This week we will end the unit with a little letter 
writing as well as your creativity choice board. 
 
   Stay tuned for next week when I will provide you with something I hope you 
will enjoy doing over the summer months! 

   Remember, please do not stop reaching out to me with any questions or 
concerns you may have along the way (kutz@fultonschools.or).   I have also 
enjoyed staying in touch with you on our 4th Grade TAG Team site:  4th Grade 
TAG Team . Remember, the TAG work is meant to provide enrichment options 
that should not stretch beyond about 60 minutes a week, and as you’ve heard 
me say before…Don’t stress about the work...Enjoy the learning! 

As you must know by now…I miss you all ����!!     Mrs. Kutz 

Week of May 11th Virtual Lesson: 

    TAG Essential Question: How can we have fun and be creative while learning 
about the time of the American Revolution? Should a colony separate itself 
from its mother country?  If so, how?  If not, why not? 

1. Given that our country once had to “break up” with someone (King 
George III and Great Britain) we explored the pop song, “Breaking Up is 
Hard to Do” as well as a “Dear John Letter”, and we compared both to 
America’s Declaration of Independence.  Many of you shared some 
thought-provoking ideas about what these things had in common, so 
now it is time to write your own “breaking up” letter.  Your assignment 
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is to write a letter either to King George from the standpoint of a 
patriot, or you may choose to be King George writing to the patriots. 
First take a look at the summary of what led to the colonists to write 
this declaration, and then review the details of the assignment to 
choose your standpoint (patriot or King George). You can also return to 
last week’s summary of The Declaration of Independence to help guide 
you.  

 Option: Here is a way to make your letter look like it is almost 250 years old:  
Make a cup of tea and let it brew until dark. While it’s brewing, carefully tear 
the edges off some plain white paper to make it look worn. Then dip either a 
cotton ball or rag into the tea and lightly stain the paper with a back and forth 
sweeping motion. While you are writing and proofing your letter on notebook 
paper, let the tea-stained page dry, and then write your final draft (I 
recommend black ink) on to it. Try not to soak the paper too much, and of 
course get parental approval. Have fun and enjoy your creation ����! 

 
Background information:  The Writing of the Declaration of Independence 
    In January 1776, a man named Thomas Paine wrote a 47-page pamphlet (small book) called 
Common Sense.  In his book he attacked King George III as a bully and questioned the idea of 
one person having all the authority to rule.  Paine felt the people should rule themselves.  He 
called for a sudden, complete change of government – a revolution.  He suggested that the 
colonies should cut their ties with the British government and set up their own government.  
He sold about 500,000 copies of this book! Many colonists read it and his ideas sounded good 
to most of them.  They also sounded good to the Second Continental Congress. When they met 
in 1776, the Congress decided to have a committee write up a declaration, or official statement, 
of independence.  (Committee members were Ben Franklin of Pennsylvania, John Adams of 
Massachusetts, Thomas Jefferson of Virginia and others.) 
   Thomas Jefferson was chosen to do the writing.  He was a lawyer, he had studied 
government, and he had already written about colonial problems with British rule. He 
borrowed many ideas from John Locke, a philosopher who had written about government. 
Jefferson was only 33 years old when he wrote the Declaration of Independence.  It took him 
17 days to write and rewrite it. 
   The Declaration of Independence was signed on July 4, 1776.  The 13 colonies had declared 
independence from England.  America had “ broken up” with England! 
 

Breaking Up Is Hard to Do Product  
Please write ONE of the following letters: 
 

1. Write a rough copy of a “Dear John” letter to King George III from the point of view of a 
colonist.  The 4-paragraph letter should follow this format: 



 
Paragraph 1: reason for the letter 
Paragraph 2: principles of the relationship 
Paragraph 3: at least 3 reasons for the “break-up” 
Paragraph 4: the vision for the future 
 
Review and edit your letter (be sure to check your spelling), and then write the final copy on 
your tea-stained paper. 
   

2. Write a letter from King George III back to the colonists, responding to the Declaration 
of Independence.  The 4-paragraph letter should follow this format: 

 
Paragraph 1: the reason for the letter 
Paragraph 2: principles of the relationship 
Paragraph 3: at least 3 reasons to remain a colony 
Paragraph 4: the vision for the future 
 
Review and edit your letter (be sure to check your spelling), and then write the final copy on 
your tea-stained paper. 
 
I cannot wait to see your letters, and don’t worry if you are not able to stain it 
(that’s up to you and your parents)! 

 

  2. Remember there is also the option for those feeling the creative spirit to 
work on: “The American Revolution Creative Thinking Menu”. You’ll find it 
under the lesson for April 27th, or just send me an email, and I would be more 
than happy to send it to you.   

 

Have a fantastic week…and please don’t stress 
about the work…enjoy the learning! 


